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Part II. RECORDS OF CBOERVATIONS Ol ESTHETICALLY

SIGHIFICANT FBATURES Il THS SCENERY OF THE POINT LOBOS REGERVE.

lost of i'he observations recorded, and to amw extent
diccusced in the folliowing notes, and in the more extensive
files of field notgs from which they are derived, and which are
held et the disposal of the Comudttee, were nade Iby F, L. Ola-
sted end G, 3. Vaughen in the course of preparction for reache
ing the conclusions set forth elsewhere in this report (in Pert
I es to Fundemental Comsiderutions, and im Part III ss to
Specific Recomuendations for ?reaemé.tinn and Uuu_éation); by
Ix. Vaughen during continuous residence on the Rescrve for that
purpose for 17 months during 1954 and 19356, and by i, ulzmt.ed
during freguent and prolonged visits during the cawe period aund

briefer occasionul vigits for yeors previously. As such

they have served their immediate purpose, Hut it seens desiroble

to preserve the records of them pemmenently, and to include
come of these records here as Paxt II of this report for ithe
geke of their possible value in verious other WEY B

For enyone willing to study them with core, thiese re-
cords may provide, along with other recorded observaetioms, &
bﬁad factucl busis for the intelligent reconsideration of any
of the conclusions stated in the other purisc of this report,
They should also help future studenis of the area to delermine
end to understand significemt changes teking place in the area
from this time onward, both for the large scientific ond in-
spirationul values which & clearer understanding of the true
course of such changes muy bring, and as & basis for periodic
comprehiensive review of the limster Plan leading either to its
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reaffirmation or to its inteliigent cmendment. _

Lspeciclly for the lust recson mentioned, it would‘
be very desirsble to add to the permenent files much more:
extonsive and authentically expressed records then we have ,
taus far Deen cble to cssemble of the observations on esthete
ically significant features in the scenery of the Reserve by
competent observers other them the authors of these notes,

_perticulsrly so as to periods. prior to 1930, These records

should certeinly contaein references to and copics of the

most significent and notable graphic records mede by ‘,Ja.inmrs,
and by other kecn observers, of featurcs of the scenery wméh
they have found inspiring. :

It is @lso hoped that these notes and records may
be of real help in the prepurction of leeflets or pumphlets
or other devices for asgisting visitors: to the Reserve wiﬁx
e limited time for explorstion, to find and ey recivts those
pleces and things im it thot ere wost likely to be imspiring
gnd valuzble to each, ' .

In the following notes it hes been attempted to

' erronge the observations in & menner t&wﬁt will help to muxe

more clear the rolationship between the outstanding landscapes
or scenes o be found at Poini Iobos, and the landscape
featurcs or elements of which they are comgacaeﬂ. It is chief=-
1y vhen this relationahidp is losct sight of and an area is
thought of cs & conglomerstion of cmaﬁvem iadependent
features that serious mistekes erve nede in its administretion,
She material is firot of all grouped and itemized according
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to the types of lendscepes listed below and in the succeed-

sxe mentioned,

ing puges each type group is discussed and some of its

actable esthetic eficcts wad features creating those efiecis
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@thout & doubt the cutstending fecture of Point
obos, the one which imspired the for-sighted care of ix.
A, H. Adlen, in keoping this ares intect from exploitoetion
throughout ,thé yeurs of his ownerchip, the one which led to
the purchese of this area by the State and vhich hes nede |
possible the study of all the other values Of the area, and
undoubledly the princigel ome for which the ores will be
lcintained in the future , regercless of whot is recouwended
by the Advisory Coumittee, ic the combination of the very .
draumtic aand hm;utii’ul reumnent of the anciont foreot und its
getiing oa the picluresyue sea~-curved rocks cbove the deshing
breckers of the Pacific, de landscoupes in which thio couwbine
etion dominutes is first discussed below.

v -
O 4757 : werd Lo

The moot drematic end outotanding lendscepe effect,
in fact the supreme eifect of the whole Reserve, ic found on
the outecr ends of the cy,xess covered points, and principally
of Cypress Headlsnd, i;ex*é, 48 on © muﬂt&:;z} top, éne feels
cuneself in a battlabrauzm of naturcl forges wlhere the iniluence
of man is negligible. Iere, wlere the cy.ress. tree cowes ia
contict with osec winds and blowing fog wnd spray, clinging
singly or ia smedl grouys to the vaz*y- edge of the coutiueat,
one feels the power of the elements in the rolling surf churning
agednot the jJegped rocis, in the outlines of t&:vase rocks sloping
upvword end away frow the sea, ‘tm:} some s:f.opa teken up by the
surfcces of wind sheared cypress folicge and cerried buck to
wie crest of the foreot, beyond which there is compurative
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shelter. If, on'e windy day, there be driving fqg to nake
the wind visible, this effect is many tiues intensified
by the fog driving up slong these saue lines, flowing over ihe
sloping rocks end suoothed folisge and through the bleached
and neked limbs of any tree that has dared to raiseitcell
sbove this general slope . The trunks of the individusl
trees ictiing fron the wind, foliage clinging in denaelmassea
to the sheltered side of the byeaches, the strong buttress
formetions sup oxriting trunks end limbs on the lea side,
and the anchor roots holding fust in crevesses in the granits
o windwerd, combine to give the iugressidﬁ of freguent
high winde end flyiag spuse thet other trees iao fer more
gtommy perts of the world fail to equal. T

The feeling of being far rewoved frow the influence
of man is en iLuportent element ia the inspirational value '
of this part of the Reserve, aud is due to o combiiation
of clements not the least of which is that oue does not
here notice sy counscicus eiioxts for imguo#amant. Trecs
carry deed brenches end tuigs and whole dead trees stend
or lic undisturbed. Uhat trails one sees appesr to be but
cosuslly worn trocks, mude, o5 enimels neke o treil, oimply
by peojle walking where they wish to go. Aluo importent is
the seclusion of theoe areus ot the end of wooded polats
foeing the sea, aﬁﬁ the epproach,in which one mngt.progressively
shed civilized conveniences os one leaves behind firat. the
high speed highwoy, then the last house,at tie gate, and
finelly ones sutomobile, end errive walking through the

cypress foresct with ones face towerd the oceon and the end
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of the land., 4 third eleuent would appecr to lie in the
broken and tuubled toyograshy, perticulerly ou the Cypress
llgudinnd, making it fupossible to sea‘ &ll at ouce; but auy- |
where one stunds there sre hidden coves and corners providing _'
the always iuspiring quality of mystery. Also iwpressive |
i,s the almost bewildering intricecy of detail in the wora
gnd broken rocks. in the topestries of flowers, and in the
move of limbe and twigs of the cysress trees.

It has Deen noted above that much of t&m strength
of the feeling of the slress and fiow of the elementg ms
from & repevition of form: the slope of the rocks being
repusted ageineand sgeln and rechoed in the wind-blow
trees and in the uovements of the fog; and if one stand
on the oyen. end of Cyprese Headland on Dorth Foint looking
south or South Foint loocking north, this repetbtion is
incressed by the view of three or four roecky poiais, oue
beyoud the other, cuch presenting & variction of the swuue
thene. {See Pwto Jo./50) Another interesting
repetition of form contwibuting otreagly to the effective-

- ness of this ares,. cnd in fact conspicuous throughout all

the granitic portions of the leserve and adjoining coast,
iz; due to the verious angles and directions of faulting of
the granite which produce a repetition 'mf‘ gteep slopes
foeeing unorthcusterly and southwesterly, and uhere & point
is being cut off frow the meinland Dy the sriwag, of the
sea there is slgo & steep slope to ithe southeust.  Thus

the form toward which each point aud island is tending

g the sea caxves awey ite buse is & pyremid, typified Ly
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the Pluscle at the outer end of Cypress Headlund. (See fhoto
o, /=3% )

Combined with this strong hurmony of form is
a 1;@6@1;&.1:1.3 richmess of colox. lie sea is, of course,
& strong contributor, and the wost ‘c}wmgeable, refleciing
frou afar every color sif iicht throvn upon it: rich biue
under & sunay 6ky, shot with white or lead grey from a bank
of fog aceardiz'zg, to whether it is fucing or a{,aixwt the
gun, or the brilliant reds and yellows of & suuset.
Close inshore, however, the plunging views from bluifs and
cliffs, thet ere so chavucteristic of Point Lobos penetrate
the surfuce reflections and catch light reflected ivow
things bene&ihz tha brilliant emerald greens of sunlit send,
the warnm red-browns of veving kelg*mu ,}\llaveadem cnd Crisons
of life eﬂcrussted on the rocks, the rieh 311?&-@:&&1.) of
deep water and the pele blue-greens of submerged clouds of
eir close to the fomming white breukers with perheps a
bleck wnd white Mllhwt with orange red feet owimming
around its edge. .‘ fhese are things one remembers, and
vhen overledd with swirle of creany froth and broken here
and there by reflected glints of grey rocks, of overhanging
green foliage or bright orange alga or blue siy, the riot-
out symphony of changing color becomes & challange 10 every
ertict to see how much of it be can catch. Then add to
these the rod-brouns of the granite below the oprey line
and above, bha—g;reja and buffs, the blue and pink traeile
ing rosettes of Cotoledons with their pale yellow flowcrs
neking &« soft rich toycetry over the steep blufis and

&bove these & zonc of green cover with Liery orenge
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Custilleje, bright yeliow ;riawmi'& and soft blue Hrigeron
going back inte the shede of the gypress wonds where rise
trunks, red-brown, or blewched to the light grey of the
granite rocs nuked and desd or sup.ox ting dark dense heads
of tuigeage wadhed beneath with the rich orange~rod and

-~ silver of the algo and crowned sgainst the sky with
bright greea folicge. This is rich metorisl from uhich to
pednt ap exrtist's Jiciure, and evea painters who care *;Litt.le
for the munifestctions of nature come here doy efter day
and year after ycur ferx 1&13@12&&011. Infinite are the
variztions of this efiect, varying vith the weather, the
time of way, the condition of the ses and the position

of the obzerver, s that with esch succeeding visit, no
notter how nany, & discerning observer leerns more about
foint Iobos and gains new insplretioa, '

is wn

s s 4

rBple, after newrly & yeur's study of

the area, il wes ocne day realized tis.at most of the steecp '
grenite slopes fucing southwsrd, not only leeck the

colorful pleat cover of the north-faeing slopes, bub £lso
have not ae;eom. sreyed by Mchen growid end so retain

the rusty yelicw coloxr of more Ifreshly bxélwn gregite.
Thus, views 0f crenite looking northwerd arve full of werm
color met from the lighting, while those towerd the soutn
&rc cocol. For luck of spece snd time it cunuot be

Litempted o go Jurther imto these veriations,
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Far those wrtisis wnd others who find inspivetion
in observing nature ac & dynamic living orcenist, there is.
added to the thrill of this color cnd form & dremutize
tion of two opposed proces.cs, the disintegrution of the

rock by the plent cover wad ruin end ocunm, meking of it

¢

food for the sup ort of & richor and finer plunt coveyr; and
the other the sea ecuting slowly baek into this hewdlund,
eided, struangely cuough, by the Frress tree iteeld, 'uhicﬁ
liey be observed suplituing off greut chunis of grenite by
the prescure of growing roots in the semms of the roci,

To such it is thriliing to go out iato the loi, toniucs

of yock ot tdie end of the Cypress Headlind and find oneself
rii*l & wilderness of Jjogied clean wached w&nite ridges

with seu welcr surging in the narrow chusms Letueen, and
fecl oneself wmong the rocky ribs of the curth that once
Sup.oried @oill whd flowers end trees lisze those scun in @
Ifringe on the edge of ﬁdu desert furx inaiwx'é towurd the
higher mountedn behind, The eyecle of Lr0u . and decay of the
yiress is worth' while noting Lecause of ite influence on
its eéﬁwtie effccle,. ‘here reﬁ;xacmctien is very thin

and Goutiered, such wo on the ocutlying ridges at the end

of the Cypress leadlind, snd in portions of the landward
wepgins trees stond out «o individuels through their entirve
history, Xlaecwhere, ‘Amgradnetion ic apt to pgo in waves,
groating thickets é:i" young cypress thut often prescent fus-

- cdueuing and beeutiful contimuous folicge surfeces modeled
by the wind into cuwoth flouing contours. The most outstunde

ing exanples of this effect ure to be found in the suvtern
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portion of the north shore. tsm.;ﬂww&l&s) A less exten=
sive exanple is to be Tound at the heaa ©of e couthern
cove on the end of the Cypress leadlend., (3ten.714). a8
such &« group mutures, losing ite lower limbs, it approuchs-
es the condition of the vell known and much painted and
“Uhotogregned group of twisted and distorted irees on the
outer south side of the Cypress Headland (Stas,jl8) which
is of wdded BiMi‘icunca when one realizes that this repree-
SRR 6 LAte Steas 15 Bhe ATL of thts AR i
genls & late stage in the life of this g up.&_i’h& next
stege mist have been yeached in the location further nortl-
wvest along the shore where there are now only cut stumps
i‘;ﬂ show whore Cypress trees heve been, Uhere reproduct-
ion hes been wdequete to ensure the continucnde of such
LTOUPs, the young trecs growine up end obseuring the old
sleturesque trees have Hidaen their eppealing nuikedness,
rendering them of not unususl note. This great effect,
then, depends upon & fluctucting forect mi-girz. :

inothex of the outstanding Cypresc forms is
found also on the Seaverd larging of the Cypress, but
on more sheltered portions of thae shore, splendidly
typified by the soe-called "0la Véteran" &t the head of
the cove west of Litile Lome. These are old flat topped
trees thot have mutured without muech distortion frazg wind,
Stending mostly clone at the scawurd edge of open necdous
vhere they form ragnificent silhouettes cgainst the sea
bgyond. Ou the south shore of the Cypress Headlind, such



sheltered from coa winda, whatever their cLuse, are very

Grovned wilh windsduorfed Cypresees arve smong ﬁw fineut |

strongly chtyecteristic pattern or texture of hoyirontal

wlle

trees compose mugnificently with the Poreground meadow
“ad the farther side of TFoint Cove and the Jesl Hocks

Upen morgineg of the Cypress forsst sway from
the cea and open spuces or gledes within the Woods, and

ingortant tc the totel esthetdc nukeup of the Cygr&as'

areus. Views ucross these open spaces to the luzuriaat

green valls of Cypross foliage, and through openinus in
these waulis to the set with ite surf=battered rocas

inspirationai efiects in the Neserve, lergely beesusc of

the contraot of the dramstic expression of Cypress withe
axtu;dmg, the bleak spriy mnd fog l.den sea »z!m of ﬁle
outer rocus with tize:r daue tree thriving wichly oa the

edges of sheltered inlamd swales, This iree takes such
amnzingly aiffercut forws under diffevent conditions thut

by locking at & trec one senses vividly the conditioms.
under wanich it grew, All the londward mercins of Cypress
present walls of lush rich bright .,;r cn,; econsisting of long |
tepering end delicately eurved folisge ciothed limbe wuieh iy
16Ke bematiful silhouettes tnd cust intoresting shudous

then ovserved from neurby, but from o distonce present o

Jights end shidous, :
The distributional petteran of m@ Cypresa,
&incu.i.ﬁ" & crescent with iis thick uida.sle portion en
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the outer end of & granitie point smd the two tapering
points treiling bock toward the heuds of coves om edther
cide, being thc putiern of fog penctration when being 5
“burned ofi® oy tiie sun over the hewted lund, and uein{,
tlso the paitera which one would expect & given density
of gult from ihe breskers to ;;@netrm;a under similer colie
ditiome of sco winds, ;rovokes speculstion as to whab &re
the determining fectors which have w fTeduceu the ouce
extensive Cypreas forests to their present slight hold on

the two grunitic points which they occoupy.

Of this there ere at least two elsscificutiocns:
one, denfaa thickets of young trece, usué&lg with much
- dead twigeage and of little eéﬁzetic value as seen from
s...f"aé&.%ﬂ ihese thickeis, ws scen from without have Leen
discus.ed umder A. a’bova.’ They are myarvumt iuspiretion=
ally, hcuamr, a5 they wre ome limk in the develogment
eycle of tac cypress. A second clessificetion is thut of
heavy muture woods counteining lurge trees. OSuch have
acmsiderable dignity if not too much cluttered up with
saell, youny growih, slthough soue imxim of young trees
¢ives interest to the grove, wnd by contrast, dignity to
the big trees, dince these groves &re vexy limited in

extent, it is clucys poscible 1o get glimpses of the bright

see out betueen the trunks, and peny fine *"window vistas®,
Therefore, within these groves while cme fecls sheltersd ' .
from the ses winds end bright light, ome is drewn toward

the see nurgine meking then less restful and sufficient in
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enselves thon the deyth of tha pine forest, ' e prine-
cipal 1n‘5ez esct io in the _reat viriety of fine treo mm,,:ea
and in the vistes cut, (See Thoto . /-s6 =29 ) lotable
groups of large irecs arve scutiered throughout the Cy ress
area&, ecch with ¢ cheracter of its own. (See Thote o, -73]
I.n several arcag, the :rismigz.l churacter &G intez’fﬁst in
me. c,y,,reu., woods is oblalned from the trailing Pmoss®
heaging pele grecu from every branch and twig, uaw@lly
lighted frm&heya_nﬁ tharough the filny .'mséss*. These are
very efiective in piving the aﬁmsﬁmre ef "untauézzed
wildernees®. (See Phote MWo. Z—3/ ). an undesirable chuze
acter which pervedes much of the oypress forcoi on the Gy

yress Hesdland is that of & cleined wp "oienic grove® due

s

wostly to clesning by men in pect yeurs. Clean-up work _
dome by the Otate on the north shore, ulthea‘,h unforiune

«te is better, in that aome laxye down timber is lei"& to
bxe-:_i: Le even clecmness and te sug est tw, *.rz.aem
conaitiga thet hes been. (See Photos No.
Big Dowe £l

The north side of Big Dome and _aﬁmeﬁ‘a shere.,'
'z;fhile becring eypreco, is quite diffcrent in feeling from
the other oyuress shores, becsuse "of mﬁ dramatic ¢liffs
rising clmost sic:r fronm the water seventy five fect 1o
the nerrow ledge ulicre the trail 4s and then up sgoin in

bare faces of ‘:az;autiful neh@a-.eavwm g;*:&aifbe, with
only narrov footholds here wnd thbl"b for trees, o m.c
HEX TOW ﬁwmt &.«t w‘&‘e i e ° ;z@l t&&ig cr‘j _233‘6-&} iig ﬂ"lﬂilﬁ 0031-

fined tc the shelves wicrs soil can stiek, hes propaguted
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continuously so thut in any ome location the trees renge
from magnificent tall straight-shefted giants to creceful
pointed seedlings thot one might step over; ilere, insteed -
of finding the {rées distorted und auerfed from bettling
with the selt laden wind, ve find them hibn up above me
gce thriving againet the beckground of colorful rocks
which shelter them from both sun and wim; Tou, becuuse
of the northern exposure, thiese ryocks are clweys & fﬁaéw of
Color fyou herbuccous mitericl. liere too u-!’i:a few pine
trecs that heve secded into & hubitz&. where they cun z;evei
thrive, and estheticaliy these sickly trees wesken the
otherwise wdmirable eifect creuted by the other sluats
which o vell adeyt theuselves to these éau]. rocky shelves,
Seologlenlly they wre interesting, but can herdly be
cullied inspiring. rfrow the trail et zig-zags up fyoum
the end pf e shore trail to the sumait sre obiained
very lovely wieus of Cypress lieadlond and Blue Fish Cove,
end in feet all Caymel Duy through cnd over the cypress
trees clinging to the knoll.

dhe landscape of the various open saddlss in
the Heserve ure quite veried in cherecter, clthough be=
ceuse their views are enframed und the attention directed,
they cre by neture atrong uﬂﬂ direct in their effeccts.

Of these, perhaps the saddle between Big Dome

ﬁmlem M}.J. knoun = "The Pasu® ib the moot inter Col=

ing, 'looking thyough it in eithey dz.re,ctiun, ‘but pixt-
“ieculurly from the vicinity of stations 146 end 147, one
gets mch the fecling thot ome does from lovking through
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& high wountein Jwa.d he bare rocky syur to the south,

, &hws mlm:iul with flowers, msswnds Lo the sirdy of

Heauow in the botlom si—dee—pess in o brwaul suecy of

nggim, ana oypusite, Dig oue riscs in ticrs of .dne and

ey ress vubdch reveal lielr cragyy footing, wiiile through '
the pess to the east oRly the to.e of tell pines cad ¢y resses
ere visible above the slope of lupine. Climbing up out of

the woods from the east, ‘s:ittlé Dome is interestingly coe
fra.ed by w Pess with & glimpse of Cypress lieadland and A
the open ocean boyond, wnd welking in either through dire
ection, toe seene is constanily changing cud al.mys full

of intereot. Zeologicully, it is one of the moot iatereate

ing spots in the Reservey for heye in & small arec are

2o

tremendous diiferences in exposurc to sun, to wind, and to
peafog and in s0il desth and runcif po that there are 1o
be found in comstant conflict, the two mejor trees,

- large end amall &mbﬁx, end severel distinct mewdouw ypes.
Heve wlso is géma.;as tiie finest -ﬁpeaiz;en of maturc cypress,
neither crowded nor windblowng {lubelled j252) & tree

Lrom which m@ryﬁw heve preferved to gather secd for
_ropagation. : '

S

; the otlicr open saddles of the Reserve, the

one 1w the south of "halers Inwll is mtable becuuoe. of

PR A e S

its broad sweeping views over W@*ﬁ. These will sa
discussed under wi® b@lm..

 inother intercsting seddle is that between
Vierres inoll and the knoll to the southwest, now used
for the periking of cers. The aacidle itselfd is here noi the
arresting thing, the mwmﬁw b% tm;lar &lﬁ ﬁm w*ﬂa,
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Eraescy end lpw bucy. However, two sashiug views out
are obtuinable, and best, from within & few feet of the edges
of the gea bluffs, Welking to the weostern brink, onés eye
drops from the erresting end pleturesque knobs of the
Sird Hocks as secen betueen « group of pdnes om the left
tad Tlouer deceruicd orugs on the richt, to the sudden
end @rilling discovery of thoe bright white, and hithere
to quite hidden,Chins Beuoh ¥ight bencath one, with the
Sea brecking on it froun uz\, Jele cmercld green woter of
L muriou gra;ﬁte«bamww Cove. e Uie southy o almiler
eliect ic obteined, elthough brouder emd less sudden, wad
somhut marred by e concrete retalning vells on the
petla frow the uig..ALM\iS &% the farther end of Sandy Seach,
by an ugly Iireploce neur the path, and less, by glimpses
of the hwouses of the Hghlonds.

From the saddle sast of Vierras Zmoll is obe i
tc.ixn,u & Peseinating sweoping. vin,c rm.m e whole south : _v |
slore m Jend Hill szad ¢ 7

“¥ FoxS

€xs Inell o%r & Toreground
of meadow whieh i repidly filiing up with bushes and
young pines. dhis {ine vieuw, ullesc someihing wooun
arrests We. growth is doowed to soun disappesr. (SuXDAéfb NQ.§9,~3>
ihe opest oaddle south m aelers inoll is : |
fine becuuse of iils open views over ihe Lﬁc&ﬂﬁ\%ﬁé’» with

the foregrouncs viricusly brokem wnd mede interesting by

scatiered alivubs oné pines, the western view befnl bere
aineled by the shore and the horizen, the ecestern g,

by pine mumj end the mounteins, with o gllmpse Qi‘ Cayrelo
Cove, :




There ere threc such points of outstanding
quality; Pelican ‘pint, la 2umnte de los Iobos lBrinos and
Crond te Point. Fronm the two i’tm:zer the ceatrel theme is
to be found in tke nesting birds and in the See lions.
From Pelican Point, the efiects arc compe "“s.ti?el;y simple:
The bare knobiy islands with the wedh of the sew cbout their
Zeoly and gseveral sp c-.tns of 1 *&u nesting, roosiing, balh-
ing und dvying, and ulueys birds de“;;rtim;; &nd birds errive

ing making ever chenging patterns in the .3::;, Ibraing is
a time for zoologloel atudy. J‘vczzi:z.i, is & time of sillwuettes,

From In Panto de los L noe Inrinos the interest

1s more varied aund the scene more chunging. e grect Sea.
-Lions kesp calling attention to themselves with their
Jedoing snd growling as they sper on the roeks or sport
in the breakers. Here, dmint, & higch surf, the great secs
Crasuing over e rocis and chorging down on the outer end
of the Foint lesp high into the air and £all back sgain in
& drenching I‘&iz::t{ﬁete, ¢n o quiet day and & Jow tide, one
moy see tide poels s lovely «o sny guxden *.gi,th auny live
ing thingas, ind here ai; cloce intervels =11 dwy lomg sen
birds pese, flying nerth or south between the 7oint snd
the Sexl Rocks, 5o thet one could sit sternally

wetlching the movemcnt of the wsos emd the life of the sesm.

In the north ewst corner of the Teserve, Cronite
Point presents quite & difierent egpesl. All threugh the

epring much of the urew is covered willy die wosl colorful




£lower Aigpliy to be found in the leserve, boilh of the
rocly mecdow tyyes enc af the north feelng sce bluffs.
Over these, as & foreground, one gets raking views of the
whole morth shore vith its plotures.ue nobs end buups, o
cutlying islends end dts oysress cund plne trees, To the esst, ,
ecodnot & beekground of curving beeches and of hills end I

velleys, lo the string of vroeoky re«fs close by zcrose 1bss
Covey where one may cee a5 fine surf as any t6 be found

iz the Reserve. One may also be lmpressed by the fact that
e topegreshy of this polat, the orientation, and the
plant Uot, are surprisingdy like thet of Cypress lceds
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Iooking out fvom an open hilltep sives one an

expensive end uplifted fecling the aticinment of vinloh, is

the principal, if unconsclous cim of the mejorlty who o
-eldub bille for pleccsure. Thet feeliny, while 1t is o part -

of the uplift exverienced Ly thome who climb the hills of
tllefaessewez, is certeinly 10 be geined in greater degres

clscuhere; cnd hencey $hose fow people who do climb the
Rills of the Rescrve find other recompensee, (ne of thece
is the tyeical cover of lov bushy cherscter full of color
from the yellow and oyenge of itz Ericumexis end Diplecus
in the siring to the sumser displey of Tuckwhect. it the
south end of the Reserve, perheps the mout vscﬁhmﬁ.le
Eneldls to elind wre tcse weet of the rosd vhere not only
it here © fine flever dis;luy but cleo good roking vievs
of ihe shore beil uorth end south, end very interesting
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elghts of the upy Iird Rocks nes erby. From thalers ineld
the outlocks exe very virious amnd guite outstending., Iirst
of cdi, from the cumit, one looks out to the souih wnd
eiot over & l&n{,, s& of Duckvhest, broken here wud
there by clunps of Cesnothus snd ¢ few scnttered pines to

the dietent shores end islemds, end over the pine woods %o

the mountbins, e foreground, Nere, ic formed by oon ane
cient beach terrvce so thet the top of the hill is come
purutively flot, broeking cuite ouds enly inte ctecy side-‘
slopes. ;a oui down, therefors; on ot lies glose to
the hill, one muct moke & tour of the edge of this terruce
end if one does o he vill be rowerded with e long serigs:
ef *’ia\zf, plunging views. Of these, one will longest rontte
ber ihose locking down on Rluefioh Cove, The Pass, Big ‘
dene Cove, and ou The Veteran., e Veberan from Tholers
inoll le secn agoinct the ué;ber of Zittle Tome Cove for
below, end veems susyended or poised with little to hold

it z.,,,. axmﬂt alp, and hence very 1isht and mi**vlim.

ngodows 1o one of peace and
‘**atfal.mpsu, mue coough to f_:w:, the sye roin 10 uwmer,
,.,uzfim&e.ﬁ.{ contedned by their beyviers of forest so that
one is not wondcring wheat is over the hills simple in tex~
ture, simple in ta;ngra;*w, lecding the eye ine viismlh
though é«;anm.s'. to the restful horizon of the sen.
Of pletoricd melericl, t:w secdows axe fully, ale

tacugh not with the lovish richnese 07 the north heed
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dond area. Color, there is in pienty, -in bold splashes
throughout the spring when most of the flowers are bloom-
ing, end in morc subdued but still rich toneés of browns
and reds throughout the long dry swamer, changing to lush
bright grecn shot through with the red-brown of lust
Jeax's stalks, with the winter ré.ina; with the always
little-changing foil of dull green pines, alumost the dulle
est green of all the pines, cnd the ever changing cky and
oea, Pictorial depti, thet scparation of planes of rela-
tive distance into sufiiciently simple terms to be cagily
grasped end enjoyed in & single view, is furnished here
by the undulating forest murging anci by epecimens ox
iglends of trees standing frec in the neudows, betugen or
beyond vhich more pines are seen ot greater distances,
carrying the eye through from croup to group until it
comes to rest on something adequute to stop 1t. This is
lovely 1f the texminus is still more Pines, but the
striking views of this sort, and the omes mobt typicel of
Toint Iobos, ere those in which the interest is finally
focussed on picturesque suri-washed ghore or bold rocky
 islands. (See Hwoto To. 20-B)

Beautiful as these seo-facing mewdows are from
& purely pictoriul stendpointy t‘twy become infinitely
more inspiring vhen one knows something of their signie
ficance in the long progression of natural change, One
ey be thrilled by the knowledge that the besutiful form
of the meadow, gently sloping toward th_e sea repreocents
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the cuttiag and hu:.ld.inb of & terrace n:,r that same Pacific
Ceean thal now rolls agauinst the rocks et ils sewward
moredn, énd thut the sursounding slope on which perhaps
stend jdnes, is the older lime of shore cliff soiteuned by
exosion to geantle weliedruined slopes where & sueccession
of plents have buili nourishing soil from the crumbling
rocks until the forest now stends, stopped by the poorer
dreinage of the flat weadow om & iine often clouely foli=
owing the line of the sncient see eliffs. :

For 'm.azing coloxful flower disploys, the s_;raa.t
nmeadow southeast of Uhalers Knoll is the outstending, in
the golden popries of lmxch and the blue Ceanothus in the
mergins; in the ohow of solid splashes of redbrown Rumex
in Iy, and the intermixed blue and pink and yellow of
Sigyrinchium, Cerenium and Genét&ma, iovely close to, but
perhaps o5t eficctive from the marging of ‘tha Lgnuow,
meking vibrent verictions in the reds end mayoons of the
Rumex. For interecting compositions, for & study of the
old beueh line wund un undisturbed condition of forest moye
gin end meadow flore und for the interesting mound iormution
that is typicel of the wet mezdows in the Reserve, the big
Jound lieadow gn the south shore is best adapted, Here the
meadow hes never been ploved and the evidence of forest
cleering is smell. There is, however, evidence of & noturel
advence of pine in succencive steges down from the location
of the present highwey into this mounded area, with moundg,
buried more or less fiéi‘:ply by woods soil, extending all the
woy up to the highuay,
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Jach meodow has its peculicr chercecter znd its
dominating i’ocué of interesi. About Curmel Cove and Ji’ocuamf; :
on 1t is & low terrace mendow surrounded by an upper t&.xr&ca
lergely wen and also mesdow, giving a fine opportunity to
see the terraced formetion. Horthwest of thalers knoll is a
narrow meadow contedned on the sides mosily by brush covered
slopes; end strongly guiding the &ttention dova to the 0Old
Veteran Cypress and the cypress enfraaed cove, one of the
~ fine views of the Reserve. inother outstending meudow view
is thot obtiined irom the north side of Vierras Knoll looking
over the very levely busl:w meedow to the pemorama of the south
shore as for ap Vhaler Hoek snd the Sand Hill, This is,
however, appurcntly in & stage a)f' rapid transition from open
meadow, where grain wus once raised, to choperral, or more
Jrobubly pine forest. To the south of Vierras Mioll is &
simdler meadow looking toward the dramatie cosst to the south,
shoving no evidence of losing its herbaceous cherceter in .
vhich the chief color eficets in the spring &re from Mumex wnd
Aire yellow Impine. In both of these cress one is ung lecosantly
reainded of the close presence of man-dominated scenexry by
the unscrecned presence of higwuy fence, cute and traffic
and by the Carmel Highlonds subdivision, snd the future might
eusily bring building develomeuts on the hill east of the
bighwey whiel would domincte this whole end of the "latural®
Deserve. Desides these eress ave nuuerous little meadows full
of & variety of interest tucked eway all over the wrea snd
well worth exploring, every one, from the yoint of view of
the artist, the nuturulist or the less apeéi&limd ncture

lover.
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Uhile the nerrov belis of high cheparrel, nede
up prineipalily of Cesnothus, are chiefly important ese
thetically in their reletion to the broud meadow vicws,
they have, nevertheless, for those who ceie to enier ugm,
en interest and chaym qui te. of theiy oun. They constitute
an "elfin forest™ oi wierdly formed "trees® full of small
enlnel and bird life, where woodrat necets cre quite & comaon
feature, Thelr soil :h, & decp softl dwif, at times so deep
thet it tokes a lot of heavy rain to penetrete it, so that

oiten there is little or o plent cover. ¥

In the pine forest there are three quite distinet

types of choracters One, where the trees are spaced quite
wvide «nd open, kecying & considercble quontity of low foliage
here wnd theve, end sufficient light to sup ort gress and

flowers., Plctorially this is the outstending type, with it»s
: follage uesuen contranting with the ground cover and more dipe
tent views and composing en endless variety of vistes. The pine
iree foxue are of the most robust cud healthy appesrance in
the exee, The gress wnd flowers and poison rhus clumps, with
their SL&bUﬂ&l changes of color meke these woods clweys
colorful and iatercsting. The s.aeﬁna- type of chayucter is
apparently the more tyoicel of lonterey Pine in its most
fevorable hebitats although beccuse crowded the trees usuelly
cverage lessﬁl vigor and heclth, This is the cheracter of close
csétimaue stends of tall barcestemucd irees, which a.re DE0=

gressively iﬂﬁcmasma their specing through naturel crowding.
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Underbrush is sluost entirely limited to occasionsl live ouks,

and in & few pluces thickeis of young pine where there has
recently becn an opening, Tietoriclly less interesting than
more open wnd irrepular stends, these erecs nevertheless
hove their esthetic charm, perticularly where the trees sre
feirly lorge and widesyoced, and not too cluttered up with
opindling suppressed trees, dying or desd or fullien &m:t ilying
c;:issmcxoag on the forest floor. The grey shafts of the trees
topped by & high crowvn of foliuge, in_finite in their veriae
tions of sive cnd curve and szgagim, are in meny a;;’m.éas saved
from the dunger of monotony of color by here snd there & :
polison rhus vine hung in lacy redé and greens high up in &
grey pime trunk. | |

Yaimgg trees, suporessed trees, old flat headed
veterans, dead ond falien trees lerge end smell, in nommal
quantities, all help here o complete the ymtwrc of un
. unbroken life aycle mich ig in turn port of tha longer pro-
gresuion of changes um evolution that lead up o whet oue
io lovking ut, out of the dawn of all trees, and becomes
pert of the picture that includes the mound formetions,
merching through the trees, and the old strund terraces
skirting their margins, often opening wiews out of the highe
er woods over the open mcudows beneath. This type of scenery
is mot peculicr to Foint Lobos, und in fect is secn at its
best in faréats of ether treecs larger sid more greceiul
then the Lonterey Pine. The prineipel inhercnt value of
the pine forest ot Point Iobos is to beck up the meadow

e R
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Berging and to ilacresse the variety of couditions typical of
the coustal shelf, and the thing vwhich will meke of it in~
ereusing velue will be uabroken frecdeom from humen inters
feronce,

The third type of pine forest efieet is that found
on yine covered steep slopes fecing norih onto Coxmel Baye
Here the principel '%’f.‘mms ai‘w;:t deponds on vieuws out
Lixrough the tree trunks over ithe Bay, aad its velue is at
its best with & certedn definite density of trees. If too
thick the viéa‘.ea- “re ouscured, bui ot s0 completely that
one is wot sdilli conscious that the view is Laere, wnd cone
sequently mwﬁtﬂé the clooe obsouring trecs. Deccuse the
trees on these sloses grow tall end legey, if they are thin
and scattered they have the a@pycarenmce of a skeleton of &
forest ke that left by ome of the better lumbering op-
erations. Ihe sirouccotl esthetic effecis in these wreas
depend wpon aitroun. contrasts between i"ﬂregruum; pastern of
trees and aisicat views, and therefore are best seen on
clear suny doyo. In the lete spring there ié considersble
colox on ihe floor irom Iricameria and Cestiliejes end in
wore oyen wreus close to the shore there wild &loo be foﬁm
beds of Irigerom, piviag pretiy strong doses of the three
primery colors agednst a background of grecus.
| 48 0 locctions: The two outstending avces of the
open forest type ure in the long tongue of Woods Be uEe
atdng the north shore mendows frok thesce of whe south sliole,
ond in the sweller low ares Just north of the Vierras Xnoll
plateen. The close standing type is best ceen along the

highwey fyrow Het i1l south. The morth sloping fereaﬁ is most
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typiceld in the bowlelike slope surrounding Bluefish Cove,
although there it is thin and very much too f‘ull of dead
é.nd plekly trees to be at its bgrat esthetically. Also, there
'ia & very heavy new orop of seedlings growing up that ere
likely to not only smother the outlook but to obscure the
rother fine efiect of the bowlelike ground form, snd will
certainly result in another crop of too tall and weak trees,
On the northeast side of Vhalers Inoll is o variation of
tiis tyoe, of long stending, containing some 'niz&ble timber,
diving and ‘deud. snd perhaps represcuting the lesst tame
pered=-with piece of pine woods in the Reserve, llere are
alwa,ym o be found ssqui;-i'ela end birds at work, This area
contains some fine outlooks, perticularly interesiing be-
couse they look out over and betueen the cypress end pine
coverecd knolls slong the north shore, Big Dome is very
striking enframed by these trées.

The prineipel cothetic values of the litioral or
tidel area is net usuully to be found in the brouder oute
looke but in the interest of details close at hand, This
section will thercfore consist largely of a catalogue of
these details.

Of intercoting tidal pools conteining garden-like
growths of plant cnd animel life, there are guite & nunber,
notable ones being situated: 1. east of Big Dome necr station
142; 2. northeast of station 1l on the north side of
Cyprece zieadlmlag - 3. on Punta de los lobos lerinos, perhaps
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the most ameessible and beautiful; 4. a aarimsief
interesting pools scattered along the south shore from
Send Hill Cove to Pebbly Beach.
. Of small seu caves there are a muber, sevea

or edght of them auceasible to bold climbers during timaea
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of very low tide and culm sea. These wre to be found mostly
1}13&!.& ill Cove amd 1000 te 1500 feel mouthwesterly. Some
of these show very bemutiful incrustations of lavender end
geexlet growthe, and wost of them give interesting geologic
exhibits in cleun ground conglomercte surfaces often showing
faults thit have crucked and clipped the porpheritic pebbles.
Of tunuels, double ended cuves, always dranctic evidence
of the work of t&ie Gea in detaching islunds, there cre oome
fiftecn in the Reserve, one very j.nterestim/bg;;{; in Zast
Crove with great cypress trees gowing on itsc bridge. The
others are mostly grouyped near Pelican ;?oint:. A munber
of tiie beaches of the Eieéerve owe their appeal to the fact
that they are tuciked away between cliffs so t&u;t one io surprifed
in coming upon them. Sondy Jeuch, and perticularly Hdidden
Beuch and China Beuch come under this category, and Chine
Beach is pertiocularly wvalucble becouce it 15 the sufest
and most sheltered place for swimuing, lbss BDeach, in the,
arca to the eust ot present under option, while not in
itoelf ¢s esthetically satisfying, ncvertiweless has con=
siderable value as & sofe swimuing pluce and s & safe
ond dyrematic vzewaim* for the sur{ tumbling over the
ledges acrosas its entrunce, ;
: The efiects and features treated above are, of
necessity skimmed over lightly smd meny worthwhile oncs
heve undoubtedly been overlooked or omitted. However, the
important value of thie arca is not to be found in any one
feature, or efiect produced by a combination of features



Bieouti
but in the cwmlative efiect of a«ll t.he.se mtursai phenonens
&b long and s for s they are the product of naturel forees.
It is inportant to be thble to see how the world muy be
organized without men's interference, The value of Foint
Iobos lies in ‘me fict et the expression of this organ-
ization is so dramatic end so bewutiful that few cun feil
to be impresced and inspired by it.
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